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Sentencing policies of the War on Drugs era resulted in dramatic
growth in incarceration for drug offenses. Since its official beginning
in the 1980s, the number of Americans incarcerated for drug
offenses has skyrocketed from 40,900 in 1980 to 450,345 in 2016.
Furthermore, harsh sentencing laws such as mandatory minimums
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The United States is the world's leader in incarceration with 2.2
million people currently in the nation's prisons and jails — a
500% increase over the last forty years. Changes in sentencing
law and policy, not changes in crime rates, explain most of this
increase. These trends have resulted in prison overcrowding and
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Allinformation courtesy of The Sentencing Project, Washington, D.C, sentencingproject.org

Source: Prisoners Series. Washington, DC: Bureau of Justice Statistics. Source: National Association of State Budget Officers (1985-2017). State Expenditure Report Series. Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics Prisoners Series
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B g 3 3 f This graph shows the number of people in state prisons, local jails, federal prisons, Massachusetts, the state with the lowest incarceration rate in the nation, would rank 11th
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In fact, many of the countries that rank alongside the least punitive U.S. states, such as

If we view each state as an independent nation, every state appears extreme. Turkmenistan, Thailand, Rwanda, and Russia, have authoritarian governments or have ETHNICITY IN 2016 HISPANIC % BORN IN 2001
Twenty-three states would have the highest incarceration rate in the world — recently experienced large-scale internal armed conflicts. Others struggle with violent 7 3 3[]/0 More than 60% of the people in prison today are people of color. Black men are six times as likely to be incarcerated as white men ' v A,
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The number of women in prison has been increasing at twice the rate of growth for men since 1980. Women in prison often have 1 gN 9 1 iN 17 1 |N 3 1 m ﬁ 1 lN 56 1 !N 111 1 !N 18 1 gN [l5

significant histories of physical and sexual abuse, high rates of HIV, and substance abuse problems.

tops them all.

Source: Walmsley, R. (2018). World Prison Brief. London:
Institute for Criminal Policy Research.
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